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Juniors moving up and out 


Off-campus housing will be offered for the first time since 1994 
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Working group 
forms to address 
lack of diversity 


Collaborative effort 
sought from students, 


ulty and staff 


By Erik Wells 
Managing Editor 


A working group has been formed to ad- 
dress the lack of diversity at St. Michael’s. 
About 50 faculty and staff members 


n open meeting for the group on 


Tuesday, Jan. 22. 
“Our overall goal is to increase diversity 


cee ‘the diversity we already 


have on campus,” said political science pro- 


icia Siplon. 
involves increasing the diverse 


student, faculty and staff population at St. Mi- 
chael’s, along with programming and the cur- 
riculum, Siplon said. 

Siplon, together with Director of Multi- 
cultural Student Affairs Moise St. Louis and 
anthropology professor Patricia Delaney, spoke 

_ at the meeting before opening it up to a general 
discussion about the formation of the group. 


Staff Writer 


‘The Class of 2009, the largest 
_ class in St. Michael’s history, will 
have an opportunity to live off-cam- 
pus for the first time since 1994. 

A Tuesday; Dec. 4 e-mail in- 
_ formed the junior class of the admin- 
istration’s decision to allow 25-30 
students to live off-campus. 


_ The e-mail stated that eligible 


| students for off-campus housing 


must be in “good academic and so- ~~ * 


cial standing, with a proven track 
record of positive involvement in the 





Housing Coordinator Sheryl FI- 
eury said the administration consid- 
ers off-campus living in the event 


of serious housing crunches like the — 


one the school faces now. 
The administration knew early 


on that the Class of 2009 would pose 
_ahousing probesst Dean of Students: 
_ Mike Samara said. - 

“There was a red flag within 
months after the arrival 7 this : 
eolass he Said. = 
Off-campus living will = a 
“temporary solution so- long as the — 
college can stabilize enrollment 


“Controlling the numbers on 
campus is part art and part sci- 
ence,” said Joe Garrity, chairman 
of the St. Michael’s board of trust- 
ees. “(Director of Admissions) Jerry 


Flanagan loses a lot of sleep over it, 


but they do have a lot of time-tested 


~and proven formulas for accepting 


students.” 
Off-campus partying is a con- 


_cern but seniors know how to self 
regulate, Samara said. 


See CRUNCH, Page 5 





St. Louis said a better -way to serve stu- 
dents on campus is necessary. 

“We are looking for ways to make sure 
that happens and to hold the administration 
and each other accountable for what we say we 
do - which is provide good services and good 
preparation for our students,” he said. 

Delaney said solutions are possible with 
the current campus resources. Some faculty 
members have started speaking with other 
institutions, similar and dissimilar to St. Mi- 
chael’s to develop ideas, she said. 


See DIVERSITY, Page 4 








In case of emergency: Rave Wireless put in place 


New technology will e-mail and text message students in the event of an armed intruder 


By Kayla Sibilia 
Staff Writer _ 


St. Michael’s College has - 


recently enlisted a crisis manage- 
ment task force to draft an emer- 
gency action plan in response to 
the April 2007 shooting at Vir- 
ginia Tech. 

The August 2006 shooting at 


nearby. Essex Elementary School 
prompted security to write the 
Hostile Intruder Community 
Guideline that outlines law en- 
forcement procedures in the event 
of an armed intruder. 

“Domestic violence had hap- 
pened in a school setting close to 
St. Michael’s, which was when we 
sat down and wrote the Hostile 


Intruder Guideline,’ said Direc- 
tor of Safety and Security Peter 


~ Soons. 


On Jan. 18 the Hostile In- 
truder Community Guideline 
was posted in security’s public 
folder in Outlook. Prior to this 
date, the document had not been 
sent out in a mass e-mail, but it 
was distributed in specific circles 


around campus, Soons said. 


_ “Since the VTech shootings, 
schools across the country are 
looking into different ways to 
deal with the unthinkable,’ Dean 
of Students Michael Samara said. 

A crisis management task 
force evaluated St. Michael’s cur- 
rent emergency action plan and 


gave short- and long-term recom- 
mendations, Soons said. 

“Aside from e-mail, voice- 
mail and personally notifying stu- 
dents about emergency situations, 
we wanted to engage a company 
that’ would allows us to have 


See RAVE, Page 4 
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Wednesday, Jan. 16 


4:08 p.m. Trespass, Lyons Hall 

10:33 p.m. Power outage, Alumni Hall 
10:43 p.m. Drug violation, Alumni Hall 
10:56 p.m. Unsecured door, Cheray Hall 


Thursday, Jan. 17 


6:45 a.m. Suspicious person, Founders Hall 
7:55 a.m. Towed vehicle, Tarrant 

7:55 a.m. Towed vehicle, Tarrant 

8:10 a.m. Towed vehicle, Tarrant 

8:10 a.m. Towed vehicle, Tarrant 

10:00 a.m. Towed vehicle, Tarrant 


SECURITY LOG 


/ 2:51 a.m. Suspicious person, Hamel Hall 
11:57 p.m. Suspicious person, Lyons Hall 


Saturday, Jan. 19 


1:01 a.m. 911 Hang-up, Ryan Hall 

2:48 a.m. Sexual assault, Hamel Hall 
7:26 a.m. Vandalism, TH 300 

11:51 p.m. Crowd/Gathering, Lyons Hall 


Sunday, Jan. 20 


1:43 a.m. Fight, TH 300 


Excerpts from Jan. 16-23, 2008, Security reports, 
provided by St. Michael’s College Office of Safety and Security 


Monday, Jan. 21 


12:51 a.m. Suspicious person, Salmon Hall 
1:05 a.m. Drug violation, Ryan Hall 
3:32 a.m. Alcohol violation, Alumni Hall 


Tuesday, Jan. 22 


10:00 p.m. Unsecured door, St. Edmunds Hall 
10:19 p.m. Drug violation, Founders Hall 
11:50 p.m. Lost property, Cashman Hall 


Wednesday, Jan. 23 


Friday, Jan. 18 





10:07 a.m. Towed vehicle, Tarrant 
11:19 p.m. Drug violation, Founders Hall 


1:51 a.m. Fight, TH 300 
2:21 a.m. Fire, TH 300 
7:24 a.m. Fire Alarm, Hamel Hall 


3:59 p.m. Alcohol Violation, Pontigny Hall 


2:22 a.m. Medical assistance, Senior Hall 


10:57 p.m. Towed vehicle, Zone A 
11:08 p.m. Towed vehicle, Zone. A 
11:28 p.m. Towed vehicle, Zone A 
11:35 p.m. Towed vehicle, Zone A 
11:35 p.m. Towed vehicle, Zone A 


16" annual Martin Luther King Jr. convocation 


New Orleans priest speaks to St. Michael's about Hurricane Katrina and MLK Jr.'s influence 


By Kaitlyn Coakley 
Staff Writer 
The 16 annual © Martin 


Luther King Jr. Convocation took 
place in the Chapel of St. Michael 
the Archangel on Monday, Jan. 
21. The convocation’s keynote 
speaker was The Rev. Michael A. 
Jacques, SSE. 

Jacques, a priest at St. Peter 
Claver Church in New Orleans, 
used his words to paint a vivid 
picture of what “the place I come 
from” is like. 

There is a lack of hospitals 
and decent housing for the poor 
and middle class, Jacques said. 
There are still areas that have no 
running water or electricity. 

“Tt seems like I come from 
a third world country inside our 
great United States of America," 
he said. 

Jacques outlined Dr. King’s 
vision as he interlaced America’s 
past with its present in a speech 
that was referred to as both 
impressive and moving. 

Jacques and his audience 
together asked themselves, “How 
far is the promised land?” 

“Tt’s as close as the realiza- 
tion that blacks in America are 
still holding a bad check marked 
‘insufficient funds” Rev. Jacques 
answered moments later. “It’s as 
close as our faith that truth will 
ultimately triumph over evil.” 

After Jacques spoke about 
how far America has come since 
Dr. King, talked about how far 





Photo by Mike Connors 


The Rev. Michael Jacques, SSE, speaks at the annual convocation for Martin Luther King Jr. 


New Orleans has come since 
Hurricane Katrina, another issue 
which affects his daily life, he 
said 

“We indeed need to bring our 
country to a different degree of 
consciousness” Jacques said. 

Jacques’ words affected the 
audience. “He was moving,” said 
Eddy Santana, a member of the 
MLK society. “I didn’t expect his 
presence.” 

“He had me in tears,” St. 
Louis said. 

St. Louis also spoke at 
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the convocation and asked the 
audience to reflect upon itself as 
a community. 

“We need to look in the 
mirror today as a community and 
ask, who are we? ... What kind of 
world do we hope for? ... Do we 
like what we see in the mirror?” 
St. Louis said. 

The U.S. has come a long 
way, but it still has a long way to 
go, Jacques said. 

“IT think people who were 


present at the convocation will - 


be thinking about what (Jacques) 
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said for a long time,” St. Louis 
said,‘Our goal is to enhance 
learning and provide opportu- 
nity to expand, we want to see 
the students at the events we 
organize.” 

President Jack Neuhauser, 
St. Michael’s College President, 
also spoke at the event. While 
welcoming the audience he 
regarded Rev. Jacques as a man 
who “has walked the talk in New 
Orleans for years.” 

Neuhauser regarded Jacques’ 
speech as impressive, he said. 
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Phone: (802) 654-2421 — 
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defender@smcvt.edu 
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P.O. Box 275 
Colchester, Vt. 05439 


“He. was able to weave 
together two very different 
themes.” Neuhauser said. 

“He was inspirational,” said 
Sophomore Ashley Arcury. She 
attended the convocation because 
she is taking an African literature 
class and thought the two themes 
coincide, she said. = 8 

“It was really packed. A lot 
of people came. Afterwards we 
heard a lot-of comments from 
people that it was the best convo- 
cation so far.” Northrop said. 

Edward Mahoney, religious 
Studies professor attended the 
convocation. 

“What impressed me about 
Father Jacques’ address was how 
Martin Luther King, Jr. took such 
inspiration and hope from his 
reading of the Bible,’ Mahoney 
said, “as well as his deep faith and 
trust in God, and translated those 
into a movement with such enor- 
mous dimensions and power.” 

So how far is the promised ~ 
land? 

“We are not far from the . 
promised land when we are 
making a difference in our com- 
munity,” Jacques said. 
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St. Michael’s student Tyler Bush dies at age 19 


By Courtney Lamdin 
Executive Editor 


He had the biggest TV on 
the floor. He stood 6-foot-1 and 
weighed 261 pounds. He liked 
rap music and belting out his ren- 
dition of Alicia Keys’ “No One.” 
He had a smile that is not easily 
forgotten. 

Tyler William Bush of West 
Hartford, Conn.; who died on 
Dec. 22, spent only one semester 
at St. Michael’s, but left lasting 
impressions on his peers. 

“The first day, I pegged him 
as a troublemaker, just because of 
his appearance;” said Ryan Hall 
Resident Assistant Ethan Murphy, 
describing Tyler’s usual hooded 
sweatshirt and backward hat en- 
semble. “When I started talking 
to him, he was the nicest guy I’ve 
talked to.” 


The cause of Bush’s death is . 


uncertain, said Andrew Baker, 
Bush’s best friend from home 
and a student at Georgetown Uni- 
versity. The two men had been 
at the University of Connecticut 
the night before where they had 
been drinking, Baker said. When 
he woke up, Bush was no longer 
-breathing so Baker called para- 
medics, he said. 

Baker does not think alcohol 
was the cause of death, he said. 

“He was a big boy. He could 
handle his alcohol,” Baker said. 

An autopsy was ordered but 
the results have not come back 
yet, he said. However, Baker said 
the death was definitely not sui- 
cide. 
_ “Pm waiting to find out, too, 
and get some closure,” he said. 

Bush had an active social 
life at St. Michael’s but was never 
written up for drinking, Murphy 
said. : 

“T’m sure he partied, but he 
didn’t go out of his way to let peo- 
ple know. He was safe about it,” 





Tyler Bush was a first-year at St. 
Michael’s College. 


he said. 

St. Michael’s held a memorial 
service for Bush on Jan. 16 at the 
back altar of the chapel. Minutes 
before the service began, the Rev. 
Brian Cummings and Ryan Hall 
Resident Director Pat Kernan had 
to add more seats to accommo- 
date the number of students who 
came to remember Bush. 

“Tyler was only here for 
one semester but there were so 
many people there,” said Adrien 
Cloutier, R.A. in Ryan Hall who 
attended the service. “He was 
friends with everyone. Everyone 
knew him.” 

First-year Patrick Haverty 
said Bush was his best friend. The 


two men found a common inter- © 


est in going to the gym. Haverty 
would lead the way, Bush tailing 
him 20 feet behind, Haverty said. 

“Going to the gym is weird. 
I go down there now and I’m like, 
‘Where is he?’” Haverty said. 
“Walking back it’s like I’m talk- 
ing-to myself now. It’s definitely 
a hard hit.” 

Last fall, Bush was notified 
that he would be suspended for 
the- spring semester because of 
a verbal altercation with an RA. 
Although friends knew Bush 
would not be at St. Michael’s this 
semester, news of his death still 
did not come easy, Bush’s room- 
mate Jaime Gill said. 





e 
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Tyler Bush’s roommate hung a pair of Tyler’s shoes in his room in Ryan 


Hall as a memorial to his friend. 


“It’s pretty depressing, I 
suppose. A friend just died. It’s 
something I’ve definitely never 
experienced until now, a close 
death like that,” he said. 

Bush had moved his belong- 
ings out, but he accidentally left 
behind a pair of shiny black dress 
shoes and a check addressed to 
him for $20, which Gill placed in- 
side the shoes and hung from the 
ceiling in Bush’s memory. 

Murphy knew Bush would 
not be here this semester, but 
Bush’s death was still hard to 
cope with, he said. 

“Tt was weird having to take 
down his door tag. Taking it down 


really solidified that he wasn’t 


coming back,” Murphy said. 

The tag, a South Park charac- 
ter emblazoned with Bush’s name, 
now-hangs above Murphy’s desk. 

“The. South Park character 
really represents his smile,’ Mur- 
phy said. “Even if he was in trou- 
ble, he was smiling.” 

Bush’s smile set him apart 
from the rest of Lourdes de Dios’ 
Spanish students, she said. 

“He was always smiling and 
answering questions,’ de Dios 
said. “He was a fantastically 


great kid ... inside he was like a 
baby.” 

Bush always made everyone 
laugh, Baker said. 

“He was just a big goofball,” 
he said. “He was a great friend. 
Tyler was that guy that you could 
count on for everything.” 

Baker and Bush, friends 
since kindergarten, grew up a 
few streets away from each other. 
They liked playing video games, 
basketball and golf and going to 
Friendly’s. 

Bush had quite the appetite, 
Baker said, remembering a time 
last summer when Bush downed 
an entire five-pound lobster at a 
seafood restaurant in Rhode Is- 
land. 

“T’m not sure if it was the lob- 
ster (that was his favorite food), 
or the butter put on the lobster,” 
Baker said. 

Before coming to St. Mi- 
chael’s, Bush spent two years at 
St. Thomas More, a Catholic all- 
boys boarding school in Oakdale, 
Conn. He was a defenseman on 
the lacrosse team, earning all- 
league honors his junior year. 
He also played football and was 
a member of the New England 


Champion team. Bush was also 
an R.A. in the dorms. 

“He was a leader on campus 
that other students went to for 
help and advice,’ Brad Columbus, 
Bush’s history teacher and advis- 
er, wrote in an e-mailed response. 
“Tyler will truly be missed, and 
our community has-felt the loss 
of a caring, friendly and positive 
young man.” 

Columbus remembers Bush 
as an energetic and optimistic 
student with high expectations of 
himself. 

Bush succeeded at St. Thom- 
as More, lacrosse coach Tim Vi- 
ands said. 

“Academically, he did re- 
ally well here,” he said. “He took 
advantage of our structure and 
our extra help and our close-knit 
community to raise his grades.” 

Viands said he will miss see- 
ing Bush at alumni events and 
lacrosse games. When he thinks 
about Tyler, he thinks of a young 
man with limitless potential, he 
said. 

Haverty. cannot pin down 
one thing he misses about Bush 
the most, he said. 

“Tt’s everything. You miss 
Tyler. That’s what it is,’ Haverty 
said. “He was so much more than 
one thing; it would be unfair to 
limit him to one aspect.” 

Haverty remembers Bush’s 
selflessness, sense of humor, big 
heart and loyalty the most, he 


_ said. 


“Life is so precious,” Haverty 
said: “That’s really the lesson you 
have to learn.” 

Haverty has learned to cope 
with Bush’s death, even though 
some things will always remind 
him of his friend, he said. 

“T can still hear his voice in 
my head, you know?” Haverty 
said. “That’s pretty cool.” 


St. Michael’s board of trustees meet to discuss 2009 budget 


Faculty salaries and financial aid were the main focus of the meeting 


By Katie Robichaud and 
Deanna Kaiser 
News Editors 


On Friday, Jan. 18, the board 
of trustees gathered at St. Mi- 
chael’s College for their first 
meeting of the calendar year. 
The meetings began at 8 a.m. and 
continued throughout the day un- 
til a 5 p.m. mass held in the St. 
Michael’s chapel. The board of 
trustees met in the morning and 
separated into their committees. 

While students and faculty 
were in class important discus- 
sions and policymaking were tak- 
ing place. 

“At this meeting there was 
more discussion around the bud- 
get ... the board of trustees is re- 
sponsible for approval of the bud- 
get,” said Joe Garrity, chairman 
of the board. 

This budget includes the tu- 
ition and fees for the 2009 aca- 
demic year which directly affects 
current students and incoming 
first-years next fall. The largest 
portion of the budget is spent on 


faculty salaries and financial aid. 

“We are very sensitive to 
tuition increases, and we know 
how difficult it is,’ Garrity said. 
“When you look at our peer in- 
stitutions, we are about in the 
middle. The budget is run fairly 
tight.” 

However the budget still al- 
lows for improvements requested 
by faculty and staff to improve the 
quality of life on campus. Garrity 
said that in a 2007 meeting, there 





Photo by Mike Connors 
St. Michael’s board of trustees met in the Hoehl Welcome Center on 
Friday Jan. 18. 


were concerns raised by the staff 
regarding the lack of funding for 
alternative programming on cam- 
DOSE 

Dean of Students Mike 
Samara and Residence Life need- 
ed more resources to deal with the 
alcohol abuse and negative behav- 
ior on campus, Garrity said. 

“There was an allocation 
made to provide additional money 
for the staff,” he said. “They hired 
more security people and on the 


weekend nights there was food 
provided as part of the initiative.” 

This additional funding cre- 
ated the residential initiative for 
alternative programming on cam- 
pus. 

At 11 a.m. the executive 
committee, as well as the trust- 
eeship and mission committee, 
met with the Student Association 
Executive board. Six clubs were 
selected by the E-board to high- 
light their achievements on-and 
off-campus. 

“The Executive Board chose 
to focus on clubs that went be- 
yond SMC,” said S.A. vice presi- 
dent Mallory Wood. 

A number of clubs presented 
to the board, including Student 
Global AIDS Campaign (SGAC), 
Green Up, MLK Society, Drama 
Club, Common Ground and Ski 
and Snowboard. 

“This was the only executive 
trustees meeting that clubs have 
ever been invited to,” junior Wil- 
liam Danaher said. ; 

The purpose of the presenta- 
tions was to inform the board of 


the interests and achievements of 
the students on campus, Wood 
said. 

The faculty, staff and stu- 
dent meetings with the board on 
Friday were scheduled separately 
in order to facilitate open discus- 
sion. The faculty meeting with 
the board is closed to students and 
vice versa. 

“The students’ meeting is 
a listening session only and no 
policymaking,” Wood said. “It’s 
to educate the board on the stu- 
dents.” 

The S.A. updated the board 
on parking re-zoning, housing 
for the 2009 class and compost- 
ing on campus. Other highlights 
of the meeting included increased 
membership in the Drama and 
Common Ground clubs and the 
fall main stage performance of 
“The Laramie Project” by Moises 
Kaufmann. 

The board closed meetings 
all day Saturday. No decisions 
were made. These were strictly 
for discussion and listening. 
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RAVE: Security strengthens with the help of Rave 


Continued from Page 1 
a more comprehensive possibil- 
ity of immediate notification,” 
Samara said. 

Students such as first-year 
Nick Anti support the new Rave 
emergency plan, and with more 
information about the alert sys- 
tem, the more willing students 
are to register, he said. 

“If students know enough 
about Rave, I think they will 
register,’ Anti said. “With Col- 
umbine and VTech, it just shows 
that these events aren’t just a one 
time thing. They can happen to 
any school at any time.” 

Junior Kim Berlo said text 
messaging students on campus 
may be too excessive for St. Mi- 
chael’s. 

“T feel like our campus is just 
so small,” Berlo said. “If we had 
a loud horn on each of our blue 
emergency light posts, then we 
would immediately know to go 
inside, and lock the doors.” 

Text messaging is not the 
only alert discussed within the 
emergency committee at St. Mi- 
chael’s. 

“Rave is not the end all, be 
all, Samara said. “It is just one 
type of notification.” 

Aside from the Intruder 
Guideline, the committee has 
proposed other alert systems. 
One idea was to have a fire truck 
drive through campus, using an 


audible horn or to installa sound The Rave system has the capabil- 
system on the St. Michael’s Cha- ity to be used as a distribution 


pel. list, just like an e-mail,’ Soons 
said. 


The Rave system is an- - 
other layer in the St. Mi- 
chael’s campus emergency 
action plan, Soons said. 

“The lesson we 
learned from Virginia 
Tech is to communi- 
cate to the commu- 
nity quickly,” Soons 
said. “Text messag- 
ing is just the next 


Samara said he en- 
courages students 
to use the Rave 

system. 
“We want 






























students to reg- 
ister,’ Samara 
said. “You never 
know. We need 


step. We have seen a to be at a different 
rapid growth of cell level of prepared- 
phone use through- ness, not  para- 


noid, not to live 
in fear; but to be 
aware and have 
a plan.” 


out the years and the 
majority of students 
are using text mes- 
sages.” 

The Rave 
communica- 
tion system 
can be used 
for more 
than just 
an in- 
truder 
alert, 
Soons_ 
said. 


Photo by Mike 
Connors 


A text message 
will be sent to stu- 

dents registered for 
RAVE in an emer- 
gency situation on cam- 


pus. 


“chere 
can be a chan- 
nel for Fire and 
Rescue, or even The 
Defender, such as sending 
out a text message to the report- 
ers saying, ‘emergency meeting.’ 


100 percent of. 


Continued from Page 1 


St. Louis presented infor- 
mation about schools with simi- 
lar student populations as St. 
Michael’s, including St. Anselm 
College, Assumption College 
and Franklin Pierce University. 
All the colleges and universi- 
ties presented had a higher non- 
white student population then 
St. Michael’s. 

He gave the same presenta- 
tion to a small group of faculty 
members in mid-December. Del- 
aney was one of them. 

St. Louis’ presentation, The 
Defender’s coverage of the lack 
of diversity and the Environmen- 
tal Council’s model were all fac- 
tors in establishing the Diversity 
Working Group, Delaney said. 

Students’ energy will play 
an important role in the group, 
Delaney said. 

“We really hope that stu- 
dents will become engaged 
around this issue and will par- 
ticipate, and it will be like En- 
vironmental Council where it’s 
faculty, staff and students work- 
ing together as full partners in 
the process,” she said. 

The working group’s next 


step is to bring students into the 


conversation with an open meet- 
ing at the Hoehl Welcome Center 
on Jan. 30 at 4 p.m. 

A meeting is then tentative- 


Earn 10 academic credits 
in 12 weeks. You choose 


DIVERSITY: New group on campus 


Diversity working 
group meeting 


What: Open meeting for stu- 
dents interested in being part 
of the working group. 


When: Wednesday, Jan. 30 at 
4p.m. 


Where: Hoeh! Welcome 
Center 


+ 


ly scheduled for Feb. 13 at 4 p.m. 
in Hoehl for faculty, staff and 
students to begin to collaborate 
on the issue, Delaney said. There 
the group will decide on a work 
plan and how to organize, she 
said. 

A campus-wide effort will 
enable action to be taken to ad- 
dress the lack of diversity this se- 
mester, Delaney said. Dedication 
will drive change on campus, St. 
Louis said. | 

“There are sreat possibili- 
ties if people stay committed and 
don’t get discouraged because 
they'll be resistance to doing ~ 
work, because it would involve 
us doing some work, so we'll - 
see,” St. Louis said. 
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¢ Politics and Public Policy 

« Psychology and Social Policy 

.¢ Self-Designed Track 


APPLY BY MAY 2, 2008 


iternship at the architecture 
ch Richardson & Abbott. The fin 
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www.bu.edu/summer/internship 
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CRUNCH: Administration allows 
off-campus housing for Class of ‘09 


Continued from Page 1 


“That is why preference ‘will 
be given to students in good aca- 
demic and social standing,” he 
said. 

The off-campus housing will 
be the first step in the class of 
2009 lottery so that students can’t 
default to it in the event they don’t 
get their first pick on campus. | 

“This option is really for 
people who have outgrown the 
campus,” Fleury said. 

Students can only apply as 
individuals, not as groups. Ap- 
plications to live off-campus must 
be submitted on Friday, Feb. 1. 
Decisions will be posted on Mon- 
day, Feb. 4, and approved students 
must accept or decline the offer 
by Tuesday, Feb. 5. 

Junior Lauren Zurek plans to 
apply to live off-campus for next 
year, she said. 

“The quality of living is a bit 
lower here (at St. Michael’s),” she 
said. 

St. Michael’s student Michael 
Amalfitano, 22, currently lives in 
downtown Burlington and thinks 
it is a great idea to allow seniors 
to live off-campus, he said. 

“Living off-campus exposes 
you to real world scenarios, such 
as budgeting for groceries, pay- 


ing bills on time and getting up 


in time to catch the bus,” he said. 
“And what’s not to love about liv- 
ing in downtown Burlington?” 

Students choosing to. live off- 
campus will have to find housing 
on their own. 

Zurek said it might be dif- 
ficult for students to find afford- 
able housing. She is looking at a 
one-bedroom apartment for $900 
a month. 

Off-campus students will not 
have a meal plan through Sodex- 
ho and will need to have Knight 
Bucks if they want to have meals 
there, Fleury said. Students will 
still have access to health servic- 
es, security, parking passes and 
counseling, sHe said. 

Although St. Michael’s is 
committed to being a fully resi- 
dential college, off-campus living 
will not hurt its image because it 
is a one-year plan, Samara said. 

The Class of 2010 may need 
the off-campus option, but the 
Class of 2011 will not, Fleury 
said. 

Junior Mike VanDenBergh 
thinks it is necessary for students 
to live off-campus, but he doesn’t 
want to apply for it because he 
likes being close to everyone on 
campus, he said. 

Junior Jasiu Leja does not 
plan on applying for off-campus 
housing but also supports the de- 
cision because it’s temporary and 
necessary, he said. 

“On a small scale, it won’t 
affect the residential feel of the 
school,” Leja said. “But I hope 
they won’t broaden it because it’s 
part of the school’s ideals.” 

However, Garrity feels that 
this may affect the residential im- 
age of the college, he said. 

“Part of the attraction to St. 
- Michael’s is that we provide hous- 


Computer labs coming soon 
IT and Student Life come together to 
create more computer labs for dorms 
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by Ali Destrempe 


The 400s townhouses will recieve renovations this summer. 


ing for all four years,” he said. 

If St. Michael’s continues 
to promote on-campus housing, 
some changes need to be made, 
Amalfitano said. 

“St. Michael’s needs to dras- 
tically create a better housing lot- 
tery system if it’s going to contin- 


ue to enforce upper-class students - 


to be on-campus,” he said. “It’s 
not right some seniors are stuck in 
residence halls courtesy of pull- 
ing a bad housing number.” 

In addition to off-campus 
living, the 400 townhouses are 
being renovated this summer to 
accommodate the large number 
of seniors for next year. These 
five-person houses will now have 
kitchens to create more “senior 
spaces,” according to’ Samara’s 
e-mail. 

Fleury said the response to 
this. upcoming renovation has 
been great so far because it will 
benefit both the Class of 2009 and 
rising classes. 

However, making the 400s 
into senior housing will displace 


students living in international 
and GREAT housing. The col- 
lege will approximate how many 
beds are needed for each group 
displaced and move them into 


different styles of housing, such 


as doubles, Fleury said. 

Plans for dealing with future 
housing crunches have been dis- 
cussed. When the three suites 
were built, the college left room 
to construct a fourth suite build- 
ing, Samara said. But there are no 
immediate plans to build a fourth 
suite, he said. 

There also has been talk of 
adding more townhouses on top 
of the existing buildings, making 
them multi-story, Samara said. 

For now the Class of 2009 
has one more option to consider 
when applying for housing. 

“Even though they go (off 
—campus), they’re still part of the 
St. Michael’s community, and 
that’s what we want them to re- 
member,” Fleury said. 








By Maddie Cave 
Staff Writer 


Student Life and IT are in- 
stalling computer labs into dorms 
on main campus. At St. Michael’s 
has computer labs in residence 
halls on North Campus, including 
Linnehan, Purtill and Hamel. 

“Student Life sort of spear- 
headed this request,” said Billie 
Miles, director of IT. 

Two years ago, Student Life 
put together a questionnaire ask- 
ing students what they needed on 
campus, said-Lou DiMasi, direc- 


| tor of residence life. 


The outcome of the survey 
gave Student Life three ideas to 
enhance the community, DiMasi 
said. 

First pizza and Subway are 
offered to students on weekends. 
Second the school invested in 
flat-screen TVs and Playstations. 
Lastly, students asked for the 
dorms, he said. 

Twenty-one computers will 
be put in study lounges through- 
out the dorms, DiMasi said. The 
computers are expected during 
the middle of the semester. 

In Alumni, there will be four 
computers and two printers, he 
said. The numbers are roughly 
the same throughout the rest of 
the dorms on main campus. 

The purchase and order has 
gone through, and, IT is just wait- 
ing on prices for security locks 
and installation, Miles said. 

IT’s goal is “to install as 
many (computers) as possible 
during the March recesses,” wrote 
Joann Trottier, associate director 


of user services to DiMasi. 

Emelina Spinelli, a resident 
assistant in Purtill has had prob- 
lems with the computer labs on 
North Campus. The computers 
are only somewhat reliable, she 
said. 

“Most people use the com- 
puters in their room, but during 
registration they’re pretty popu- 
lar,’ she said. 

__ There are downsides, Spinelli 
said. The printers in Purtill have 
not worked for over a year. When 
a computer broke down last year, 
it was not fixed quickly, she said. 

Alex MacMillan, a north 
campus resident, said she likes 
having the computers in the resi- 
dence halls. 

“My computer’s broken, so 
this way I don’t have to go all the 
way down to main campus to use 
the ones in the library or comput- 
er labs there,” she said. 

MacMillan also said that it is 
a good environment in the north 
campus labs. 

“People are really respectful 
of the computer lab, it’s a good 
thing to have in the dorm,” she 
said. 

Sophomore Cassie Rosano is 
excited to have computers in the 
main campus halls, she said. 

“Tt will be a really good in- 
centive to get work done, espe- 
cially because it’s closer than the 
library,’ Rosano said. 





Anchovy Filets 

Fresh Plum Tomatoes 
Freshly Cut Broccoli 
Fresh White Mushrooms 
Fresh Green Spinach 
Freshly Sliced Eggpiant 


WHOLE WHEAT ‘OR WHITE CRUST °- TRADITIONAL OR GOURMET PIZZA 


LEONARDO’S TOPPINGS MED. $i50ea LG. $1.75¢a 


itallan Pepperoni 
Hot italian Sausage 
Fresh Ground Western Beef 


Freshly Sliced Green Peppers 
Marinated Sun Dried Tomatoes 
Sliced Jalapeno Peppers 


Cob Smoked Bacon Roasted Red Peppers 
Marinated Chicken Breast Freshly Chopped Garlic 
New England Baked Ham California Black Olives 


Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 
Marinated Artichoke Hearts 
italian Gorgonzola Cheese 
Greek Feta Cheese. 

Herbal Soy Cheese 

Grated Parmesan Cheese 


LEONARDO’S BASICS MEDIUM eiies 
Tomato Sauce & Cheese $10.36 $12.90 
Garlic Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $42.90 
Pesto Nut Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 
Thai Peanut Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 
Regular Crust $10.30 $12.90 
Extra Thin Crust PRiogs $10.30 $12.90 
Extra Thick Crust “i ings _ $10.30 $12.90 

LEGNARDO'S: f (DELIVERY ZONES 

« A LOCAL VERMONT COMPANY 

« SUPPORTS FRESH VERMONT PRODUCTS 951-9000 

+ USES VI PART-SKRM MOZZARELLA CHEESE iC It BURLINGTON 

+ USES VERMONT'S KING ARTHUR FLOUR 





1. Classic Pepperoni Deluxe 
Halian Pepperoni, New England Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, - 
Green Peppers & White Mushrooms 


2. Meat Lover’s Revenge 


England Baked Ham 
3. Hawaiian island Delight 
New England Baked Ham, Cob Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli& 
Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 
exas Hot Buffalo Chicken 
,Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced 
led Onions with Mozzarella & Gorgonzola Cheeses 
5. Louisiana Cajun Creation 
Hot Italian Sausage, Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, 
Frash Plum Tomatoes & Cajun Spices 
6. Roasted Chicken BBQ 
Marinated Chicken Breast, Frestily Sliced Red Onions, White 
Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers & Barbecue Sauce 


LEONARDO'S WORKS MED. $14.80 LG. $18.90. 
lalian Pepperoni, New England Baked Ham, Hot Itallan Sausage, Freshly Cut 
Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Pappers & California Black Olives 
“FRESH ROASTED” CHICKEN WINGS 

SINGLE (12) DOUBLE (24) DOUBLE/DOUBLE (48) 


. $7.00. . $13.00... . $25.00 












Regular/Hot.. 








ftalian Pepperoni, Hot Italian Sausage, Ground Western Beef & New “a 


iE 








Basil Pesto Chicken 


Freshly Sliced Red Onions Flavorful Four Cheese Blend 


yr oeieercatceth FAVORITES MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 ReMAaLLoas FAVORITES MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 MB VEGETARIAN FAVORITES | MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 


our Cheese Fusion 


Basil Paste Nut Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, raypaPresh Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Frash Plum Tomatoes with 


Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheese 
Fennel Sausage Gourmet 
resh Garlic Sauce, Hat Italian Fennel Sausage, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola Cheese 
_Geconut Curry Chicken 
,€tesh Garlic Sauce, Curried Chicken Breast, Sweet Coconut Flakes, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions & Fresh Plum Tomatoes 
4, Ciassic Chicken Cordon Bieu 
Fresh Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England Baked Ham, 
Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Biended Cheeses 
5. Marinated Chicken Parmesan 
Marinated Chicken Breast, Frestily Cut Broccoli, Freshly Sliced Red 
Qnions, Fresh Plum Tomatoes & Grated Parmesan Chease 
6. Asian Thai Chicken 
Marinated Chicken Breast with Thal Peanut Sauce, Freshly Sliced White 
Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Beil Peppers & Cut Broccoll 


PEPSI ONE LITER $2.00 
Pepsi « Diet Pepsi * Mountain Dew * Ginger Ale + Aquafina 








FRESH SALADS 


GARDEN GREEK 
$5.00 $6.00 


BREADSTICKS 


Garlic Cheesy 
$3.00 $4.00 
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Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan & Gorgonzola Cheeses 
2. Fresh Mushroom Fiorentine 
Freshly Chopped Garlic, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, 
Pium Tomatoes, Green Spinach & California Black Olives 
3. Exotic Greek island 
Freshly Chopped Garlic, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, 
Plum Tomatoes & California Black Olives with Greek Feta Cheese 
4, Santa Fe Hot Mexican Fiesta 
Fresh Tomato Salsa, Black Beans, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Plum 
Tomatoes, Sliced Jalapeno Peppers, California Black Olives & Sour Cream 
5. Gorgonzola Gourmet 
Fresh Garlic Sauce, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes, Marinated 
Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 
6. Asian Thai Vegetarian 
Thai Peanut Sauce, Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, 
Graen Bell Peppers, Cut Broccoli & Fresh Plum Tomatoes 


VEGETARIAN WORKS MED. $13.80 LG, $16.90 


Freshly Cut Spinach, Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, 
Plum Tomatoes & California Black Olives 


THE PARTY PAK * SERVES 10 $40.00 
2 Large One Topping Pizzas 
1 Double Order Wings »* 2 Orders Cheesy Bread 
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Burlington City Council defeats ballot question 


Decriminalizing marijuana in possession incidents ballot question defeated, 7-6 


By Mary Katherine Nolan 
Staff Writer 


The Burlington City Coun- 
cil defeated the proposal to 
allow the city to vote on the 
decriminalization of possessing 
small amounts of marijuana, 7-6, 
on Jan. 21. Instead, the council 
decided, 11-2, to give the task 
. of exploring other possible solu- 
tions for handling small amounts 
of marijuana to the Burlington 
Public Safety Committee. 

Burlington City Council- 
ors Tim Ashe and Ed Adrian 
said they believe that marijuana 
weighing no more than four 
ounces shouldn’t result in a seri- 
ous criminal offense. 

Ashe and Adrian stand be- 
hind the resolution to ask the 
question directly to city voters on 
March 4. 


Adrian, a former criminal 
prosecutor, thinks the criminal 
justice system has better things to 
be doing than prosecuting small 
amounts of marijuana. 

“Personally, I think it should 
just be legal period. But you need 
to salvage over time and not take 
huge initiatives on something like 
this. I think this is a fair compro- 
mise,” Adrian said. 

People have told Adrian this 
is really a federal issue or state is- 
sue, he said Adrian, believes both 
to be true,. but neither federal nor 
state government is doing any- 
thing about it. 

“In Burlington, we have the 
opportunity to do something,” 
Adrian said. 

Adrian has received mixed 
reactions from people on this is- 
sue. While some people have 
been very supportive and think 





oto courtesy of stockxpert.com 


The Burlington City Council voted 
to let the Public Safety Commit- 
tee discuss possible solutions for 
how people in possession of small 
amounts of marijuana are dealt 
with. 


that this it is great, others don’t 

understand why he is bothering 

with this. 
“People 


have said you 


Sar 
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shouldn’t be wasting your time 
with this. You should be spending 
your time fixing the roads and 
plowing the streets,” Adrian said. 

These are viable points to 
Adrian, but there is one belief he 
holds about what the city council 
should be doing above all else. 

“T’ve always said the progres- 
sives in Burlington are very big 
on economic initiatives and social 
initiatives. I agree that at the city 
level we should take social initia- 
tives while we can,” Adrian said, 
“Tt’s a lot harder to take economic 
initiatives because we’re so small. 
I think this is the type of social 
thing we can be doing and leading 
the way on.” 

The other issue that concerns 
Adrian is how people involved 
with drugs are treated.” 

“T wouldn’t put marijuana and 
other drugs in the same category, 





but some people are just using 
marijuana like they use alcohol, 
and others are abusing it,’ Adrian 
said, “If they’re abusing it, they 
should get the help that anybody 
whose abusing something has, 
and if they’re just using it, they’re 
not really hurting anyone.” 

Ashe, who works with senior 
citizens in housing, saw things 
when he was younger that influ- 
enced him because his father was 
head of probations at a court. It’s 
not clear to Ashe that law enforce- 
ment or the public really think 
that very small scale marijuana 
possession rises to the level of 
something that should set some- 
one’s life back quite dramatically. 

“We really need a more sane _ 
way of handling’ this particular 
offense,” Ashe said. 

Ashe said he believes ete is 
a cultural shift happening in how 
people think about marijuana of- 
fence, and the punishment is way 
out of line for the offense. 

“You're at a college so you 
know that the difference be- 
tween someone having a joint in 
his pocket and someone walking 
down the street with a six pack 
of beer in his back pack,” Ashe 
said. It’s not clear how different 
those transgressions are. Yet one 
is punished so out of scale,” Ashe 
said. 

Ashe received mostly posi- 
tive feedback from people young 
and old. 

“The idea of reducing he im- 
pact of someone in possession of 
small amounts of marijuana has 
almost been universally well re- 
ceived,” Ashe said. j 

What would be the right way 
to do it is the piece where there’s 
been some disagreement, Ashe 
said. 

“The extent that people have 
expressed hesitation is really only 
about whether the state should be 
doing this rather than a city trying 
to do it.” 

Cheryl McDonough, a mem- 
ber of the Burlington City Coun- 
cil, is not a co-sponsor of the reso- 
lution on decriminalization. 

“T might support decriminal- 
ization, but Burlington doing it on 
its own makes no sense whatso- 
ever,” McDonough said, “The At- 
torney General says out of 2000 
people in the prison population, ~ 
ten are in there for pot posses- 
sion,” 

McDonough said she be- 
lieves it’s a solution looking for a 
problem. 
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The Nature 
Conservancy. 


SAVING THE LAST GREAT PLACES ON EARTH 


For 52 years, The Nature Conservancy has raced against time” 
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of life on Earth. That's why we make every second count. We u 
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plans and innovative tools to protect our natural world for futu 


we’ve preserved 117 million acres—and counting. But there is 
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Banff National Park, Alberta, Canada © David Muench 


This message is made possible by the generous support of this publication. 
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Editorial PHOTO OF THE WEEK | All the Way from LA 4 


No man Is an island 


hey hadn’t expected so many people to come. 

The memorial service was planned for the back 
altar of St. Michael’s chapel, with chairs set up to 
accommodate about 30 people. But with two min- 

utes left until 8 p.m., waves of students were still walking 
down the aisle in somber silence. 

These people came to remember Tyler William Bush, a 
first-year student who died of an uncertain cause on Dec. 22. 
The Rev. Brian Cummings, his white robe whipping behind 
him, worked to set up more chairs and pews to seat Tyler’s 
grieving classmates. 

Covering Tyler’s death was not easy. Attending his me- 
morial service was the first of many emotional encounters I 
had with this person, whom I did not personally know. AI- 
though people expect journalists to be stoically objective, we 
are first human, and I was moved by the humanity I witnessed 
in interviewing Tyler’s friends. It is an understatement to say 
that Tyler will be missed. 

But in my coverage, I became distressed by something 
other than the outpouring of people’s memories of Tyler. I 
wondered why it takes a tragedy to bring people together. 

As I watched Tyler’s friends pour into the chapel, 1 thought 
about how many lives he touched and if these people could 
find comfort in their sadness together. But I also thought 
about how we take.things for granted — and how sometimes 
these things are people. We don’t realize our appreciation for 
them until they’re gone. 

A common criticism of our generation is that we’re too 
self-absorbed. A 2007 Pew Research Center report dubbed 
Americans age 18-25 as the “Look at Me” generation, ob- 
sessed with self-promotion on Facebook and My Space. 

Maybe this report is correct. Maybe we don’t take the 
time to look around us and see what is important. Maybe we 
don’t realize the impact we have on other people. 

Tyler’s death can teach us all of these things. In such a 
small community like St. Michael’s, the impact of losing even 
one student is magnified. 

“So take some time from your busy lives to appreciate 
what means most to you and realize how much you mean to 
other people. We are all individuals, but we live together. As 
16th-century poet John Donne wrote, “No man is an island.” 
We don’t live in isolation. Every action we take affects others, 
and those people affect us. In remembering ye we should 
remember this. 

I finish with Donne’s words. 


“Any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved Photo by Mike Connors 
in mankind; and therefore never send.to know for whom the The Rev. Michael Jacques speaks to an audience as part of the 16th annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Convo- 
bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” cation on Jan. 21. Held in the chapel, Jacques’ speech highlighted middle class struggles in New Orleans in 

the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 














— Courtney Lamdin 
executive editor 
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What's your view? Senda letter of 250 words or less to 
the editor on any subject related to St. Michael’s C: lege 
by e-mail at defender@smevt.edu. Hope to hear 
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DEFENDER | Site 


As the editorial staff of The Defender, the student-run news- 
paper of St. Michael’s College, we strive to accurately, profession- 
ally and ethically report the news affecting the lives of students 
and the community. 

The Defender is a designated public forum. Student editors 
make all content decisions. We believe in the freedom of expres- 
sion. We encourage our readers to express their views at any 
time. 

The Defender publishes letters to the editor in response to ar- 
ticles that we have printed in the paper and issues on campus. The 
Defender does not publish anonymous letters. Letters will be edit- 
ed only for grammar, spelling, good taste, and sometimes length. 
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the Class of 2009 being allowed 
to live off campus neat year? 








“I think students should have 
the right to live where they 


want.” 
Nick Smith, ‘O09 





“I'd love a townhouse, so go 
for it.” 


‘Akie Hashimoto, ‘10° 





, 


“It’s weird. | thought everyone 
was guaranteed housing on 
Campus.” 


Meghan Hemond, ‘10 


“I think it’s cool. | wanted to 
do that. It should be optional.” 


Justin lacovino, ‘10 3 





“Why weren’t we allowed to do 


that? That’s lame.” 


_ Claire Donnelly, ‘08 





“Does that mean | get a town- 
house?” 


J.P. McCormick,.‘11 _ 


“That sounds like fun.” 


Emilee Boyle, ‘14 





“| live off-campus already. Up 
North.” 


Nicholas Romano, ‘O09 
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St. Michael’s welcomes 
Vermont Master Brass 


Boston Symphony Orchestra trombonist performs on campus 


By Tyler Machado 
Staff Writer 


The soothing tones of the 
trombone filled the McCarthy 
Arts Center this past weekend 
as renowned trombonist Ronald 
Barron performed. 

Dressed in: all black and 


sporting a white beard, Barron 


focused on the alto trombone, 
performing works from his solo 


. recording, “The Return of: the 


Alto.” He was accompanied by 
Annemieke Spoelstra on piano. 

Barron is the principal trom- 
bonist for the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. He came to Vermont 
as part of the Vermont Master 
Brass series. The event “cel- 
ebrates the art and splendor of 
brass playing,” according to its 
Web site. 

Barron has played with the 


‘Boston Symphony Orchestra 


since 1970 and has been principal 
trombonist since 1975. Before 
that he played with the Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra and the 
Boston Pops. 

Vermont Master Brass, spon- 
sored by St. Michael’s and local 
music lesson provider Octave- 
mode, was a weekend-long event 
that included both the Jan. 19 re- 
cital and a master class with Bar- 
ron the night before. Both events 
were free, but a $10 donation was 
suggested. Stuart Carter, a St. 
Michael’s cooperating artist, co- 
ordinated the performances. 

“TI thought it’d be a wonder- 
ful thing to bring more classical 
brass [to Vermont],” Carter said. 
“People don’t really understand 
what brass can do. It’s very beau- 
tiful music.” 

Vermont Master Brass, 
which is in its first year, aims 
to bring master players to the 
Burlington area for performances 
and master classes, Carter said. | 

“IT hope people can become 
more familiar [with brass play- 
ing],” he added. 

Barron said that he’s done re- 
citals and master classes through- 
out the United States, as well as 
in Europe and Japan. He also 
has some private students and 








“People don’t really 
understand what brass 
can do.” 


Stuart Carter 
St. Michael’s cooperating 
artist 


teaches at the New England Con- 
servatory of Music in Boston: 
“It’s always interesting to 
work with people of every level,” 
Barron said of teaching music. 


“There’s always something one. 


can exchange and can talk about 
and think about, and hopefully 
we can all share and bring new 
ideas and fresh ideas to how we 
can express some piece of mu- 
sic.” 
_ Barron hopes the people he 
worked with would continue to 
play brass, even if it doesn’t be- 
come a Career path. 

Heather Meisterling of 


. Jericho, Vt. said she was inspired 


to attend both the master class 
and the recital after developing 
an interest in brass music through 
her son Nils, an aspiring young 
trumpet player. 

“T’m blown away,” she said 
while exiting the hall after the 








Valentine s Day! 


Sterling © Diamonds 
starting at $150 











recital. 

Meisterling was amazed by 
the quality of Barron’s playing, 
but was most impressed by the 
thoughts Barron had about music © 
in general, she said. 

“He was able to talk about 
music in such a broad form ... and 
the things he had to say about art- 
istry [were good],” she said. 

The master class and recital 
left Meisterling inspired, she 
said. 

It appeared that Meisterling 
was not. alone in appreciating 
Barron’s performance. The audi- 
ence of about 60 gave Barron a 
standing ovation. 

Barron called the orchestra 
“an important part of our soci- 

-ety,” and stressed the importance 
of music and art. 

“Certainly there’s something 
there that makes life more mean- 
ingful ... than just the necessary 
routines,” Barron said. “I think 
the arts truly add that. I hope 
most people can see that.” 


“Turn to page 11 


Ronaid Barron describes 
what it is like to perform in 
| Burlington for a night 
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By Roni Reino 
and 
Ali Destrempe 


LIBRA: (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 


Don’t worry about what happened last weekend. By Friday 
night no one will remember you fell off the table and took 


out three other dancers. The bruises are hardly noticeable - 


anymore. 


SCORPIO: (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
A few extra bucks would be nice. On a Saturday night find 
an empty Domino’s box and pretend to be the delivery guy. 


Someone will think they ordered cheesy bread and give you 
the tip. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 


Re-evaluate your wardrobe. It may have been warmer late- 
ly, but that doesn’t mean it’s time to bring out the skirts. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 


Stop mourning Heath Ledger’s death. Rent “A Knight’s 
Tale” and “10 Things I Hate About You” instead. 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
It’s your birthday this month. Make sure you celebrate away 
from security. An overnight trip to Act I may not be the 


best present to yourself. 


PISCES: (Feb. 19-March 20) 


Start staking out parking spaces. You don’t want to be walk- 
Me from Tarrant every day. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 


Be straightforward with your friends. Tell them to 
-R-E-S-P-E-C-T themselves to show them you care. 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 


New friendships will form. Make sure to balance them with 
old ones to stay away from unnecessary conflict. 


GEMINI: (May 21-Sune 20) 

Put on your party outfit and go after that someone you think 
is cute. Practice the “man-sit.” You will be the life of the 
party. 

CANCER: (June 21-July 22) 

Your symbol is the crab, but don’t act crabby this week. 


LEO: (July 23-Aug. 22) 


A new semester means a clean slate. Work hard to achieve 
good grades and raise your GPA. 


VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 


Be nice to old friends. You may need them during room 
selection. 








New bar is a five minute walk away 


Unwinders owner adjusts to business close to campus 


By Michelle Chapdelaine 
Staff Writer 


At the door, a sign reminds 
drinkers to have a designated 
driver. For St. Michael’s students 
who have visited the Unwind- 
ers bar and grill since returning 
to campus, having a designated 
driver is not an issue—it is a five 
minute walk from campus. - 

Gail Stypick opened Un- 
winders next to Dunkin’ Donuts 
on Vermont 15, on Jan. 2. 

Stypick said she expected 
the recent surge of college-aged 
customers, but she still felt it has 
been overwhelming. 

“Students tend to come out 
later in the evening, but I’m only 
open to midnight and I’m dead set 
against staying open any later,” 
Stypick said. “I am still learning. 
This type of crowd is a new expe- 
rience for me.” 

Stypick is no stranger to the 
business. She owned a bar in Ni- 
agara Falls, N.Y. in the mid-80s 
and later worked as a bartender at 
the American Legion, where Un- 
winders is now located, before it 
closed in 2006. 

Stypick liked the location, 
and bought it when she was ready 
fora change, she said. 

“The building needed a lot of 
work between when I bought it in 
October and we opened in Janu- 
ary,” Stypick said. 

Before 9 p.m. on a Thursday 
evening, Unwinders is mostly 
empty aside from half a dozen 
locals. Senior Brett Ponejolic said 
in a few hours,*St. Michael’s stu- 
dents would likely fill the bar. 

“Last Thursday was crazy,” 
Ponejolic said. “It was all St. 
Mike’s kids. It’s pretty good, and 


safer because we don’t have to- 


drive.” 


As word has spread among | 


students about the new bar, there 








hoto by Ali Destrempe 


Locals enjoy conversation and drinks at Unwinders Thursday evening. 


has also been talk of minors being 
served there. 

“We do card,” Stypick said. 
“T will not take a chance with 
this. When we opened, we didn’t. 
We didn’t need to. There weren’t 
many students here yet.” 

A bouncer checks IDs at the 
door in the evenings. However, 
as Unwinders is also a restaurant, 


_ customers do not have to be 21 to 


enter, Stypick said. 

Dean of Students Michael 
Samara said he has heard good 
things about Stypick through 
conversations with students and 
staff. 

“From what I understand, 
she’s trying to run a good estab- 
lishment,” Samara said. 

The college’s staff and secu- 
rity are aware that minors are po- 
tentially being served at Unwind- 
ers, he said. 

“We're boas an eye on 
it from afar,’ Samara said. “I’m 
hoping students will use their best 
judgment.” 

Director of Safety and Se- 
curity Peter Soons said he can 
see the benefit of having an off- 
campus location within walking 
distance. 

Soons doesn’t see the bar as 
a bad thing, as it creates an option 


for students of age to go out for 


drinks without driving, he said. 
- Unwinders’ location was 


ideal for a senior class social last 
Friday, class president Kate Ko- 
zlowski said. 

“Kids here are ba about 
taking cabs or having designated 
drivers,” Kozlowski said. “But 
this is just so much mote conve- 
nient for everyone.” 

She jokingly - - referred to 
Unwinders as Cheers, the place 
where everybody knows your 
name, when reminding students 
of the senior social at last Tues- 
day’s Student Association meet- 
ing. fe 
“We've been trying to let 
Unwinders staff know about the 
SMC schedule so we don’t over- 
whelm them,” Kozlowski said. 
“And minors using fakes is also 
a huge concern. The people who 
run Unwinders are good people; 
we don’t want them having any 
trouble.” 

The possibility te minors 
drinking at Unwinders is a con- 
cern, Samara said. He would be 
more worried should the bar of- 
fer incentive nights, such as 50 
cent drafts, that encourage heavy 
drinking. 

“Alcohol in and of itself is 
not a bad thing,’ Samara said. 
“Excessive drinking can have 
horrible outcomes, and as educa- 
tor, I am more concerned about 
this abuse.” 


WWPYV searches for new promotion strategies 


By Chelsea Thompson 
Staff Writer 


WWPYV has numerous self 
promotion strategies: T-shirts, 
bumper stickers and an online 
stream are just a few. One place 
you won’t hear WWPYV is in the 
academic buildings. 

_ John Connors technical advi- 
sor for WWPV said the decision 


- to tune in must be made by the 
. professors and the students. 


“Tt’s so easy to tune in now 
these days, so why not,” Connors 
said. “Almost every classroom 
has a TV and channel 4 streams 
88.7 ‘The Mike’ live.” 

It could be too expensive to 
play music school wide because 
the school would need to provide 
speakers, Connors said. 

Amanda Sutherland station 
manager of 90.1 FM WRUV at 
the University of Vermont, said 
it promotes the station by stream- 
ing it throughout the new Davis 
Center. 

“Everything is going well, 
and we are able to provide music 


at the activities fairs, orientation 
and other campus events,” Suther- 
land said. 

Sophomore Allyson Bartlett 
said she finds out about different 
events WWPV puts on by ee 
to friends. 

Junior John Howard said he 
doesn’t follow the station. 

“T’ve never really listened to 
a show on WWPY, but I think that 
is only because I never hear about 
it around campus,” Howard said. 

Even though the station isn’t 
streamed school-wide, Connors 
feels the school does well promot- 
ing it. 

“The administration is very 
supportive of WWPV and has al- 
ways stood behind us,” Connors 
said, “I feel that a lot of people 
like tuning in to the station be- 
cause we play things you just can’t 
hear on big stations anymore.” 

Connors is going to promote 
the station this semester by giving 
out bumper stickers to listeners 
who call into his show, he said. 

“When I go to various musi- 


cal events around town, I always 
wear my WWPV T-shirt,” Con- 
nors said. “As I have come to 
know various local bands, they 
will mention to the audience 
you can listen to their music Bi 
WWPV.” 

WWPV disc jockey Dan 
Borkowski agrees the school pro- 
motes well but would like to see 
more downtown. — ; 

“It would be great to promote 
in Burlington,” Borkowski said. 
“This. vacuum will be addressed 
hopefully this semester by the 
E-board.” 

Even though Borkowski is 
worried about more support from 
the downtown. community, Con- 
nors feels that the capacity of the 
station is good for its size. 

“We have about 60,000 po- 
tential listeners, and the other 
week I got a call from someone 
listening to us on the radio by 
the Waterbury Center,” Connors 
said. “I’ve also had someone call 
in from China who says he listens 
on the Web.” 
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Sit back and unwind 


ave you gone to class 
lately and seen the ugly 
sights of your classmates 


pale and struggling? Even 
though they look terrible and may 
wos «(HAVE [0 excuse 

EDITOR themselves 
periodically 
from class, they 
all seem to have 
the same red 
stamp on their 
hands: — ‘Have 
Fun, 


Erin 
_ Millard 


Rumors 
have been cir- 
culating around 
campus that herds of students 
have been travelling north from 
campus at late hours in the night. 

These aren’t just hungry 
students going to Cumberland 
Farms or Dunkin’ Donuts for a 
study break. Don’t let them fool 
you. : 

A step away is a new bar, 
Unwinders, that has become a 
popular hang out for all those 
21-year-olds on campus. I’m not 
sure if the owner was aware that 
there is a college campus foot- 


_ Steps away. 


On a Thursday night, I 
ventured out into the cold from 
my house in the 200s only to find 
that there was a line to get in. A 
middle-aged man wearing jeans, 
a white shirt, a red fleece vest 
and hat was managing the door. 
Freezing, I pushed my way to 


or most students, Christmas 
Pe the half-way point of 
their break from St. Mi- 
chael’s. For me, it was a little dif- 
ferent. Once the excitement of the 
holiday wore off, I said goodbye 
to friends, family and co-workers 
and embarked on the journey that 
would be my life for the next four 
months. : 
~ I left with the mind set that 
I was headed for one long vaca- 
tion. After experiencing winter 
in New England my whole life, I 
was ready for a different climate. 
That is exactly what I got. 

After spending 13 hours in 
Los Angeles airport and surviv- 
ing the 16-hour plane ride, I land- 
ed in Melbourne, Australia for my 
orientation. I’m not going to lie, at 
first I didn’t know what to think 
of my group. Afl I could think 
was how different they were from 
the friends I left behind at St. Mi- 
chael’s. My first assumption was 
so far from the truth. My orienta- 
tion group has turned out to be 28 
of my best friends at Bond Uni- 
versity. 

I wish I could say I’ve expe- 
rienced Australia to the fullest, 
but there’s so much here to enjoy, 
even four months does not seem 
like enough time. Right now, I’m 
enjoying living the life that feels 
like one long vacation. 

Of course there’s school 
work. Don’t let anyone who stud- 
ies abroad fool you in that state- 
ment. However, an hour of home- 
work does not compare to the 10 
hours you spend on the beach or 
just hanging by the campus pool 


the front and begged to get in as 
people squeezed their way out of 
the crowded bar. He then smiled 
and said, "What the hell!" and the 
entire line filed in as he quickly 
checked identification. 

After getting pastthe bouncer, 
he branded me with the infamous 
red ink stamp. I caught a glimpse 
of his jean pocket where tucked 
away, there was a reference card 


of how to ID and control a bar. 


Stepping into this place 
was like a madhouse. Actually 
stepping would be an exaggera- 
tion. There was no place to move, 
and the temperature inside was 
near boiling. Tables to my left 
were filled and so was the bar. 
There was no way I was getting a 
drink within 20 minutes. Luckily 
my friends were buying four beers 
at a time because of mayhem. I 
was handed a 16 ounce can of 
Pabst Blue Ribbon. 

Interesting that they serve 
16 ounce cans, but ideal for the 
college audience. 

In the back left corner, a 
student DJ was playing songs off 
his computer as people danced 
away. 

Wrapping around to the right 
and into the back room leads 
you to more tables and some fun 
games that are taken over by com- 
petitive boys showing off their 
skills. 

Everything 


seems to be 


fine until you have to go. to the ~ 


with friends. 

Time has not slowed down 
since J arrived in Australia. There 
is always something to be done, 
somewhere to be seen, and some- 
one to meet.In the past month, | 
have learned to do laundry by 
hand (it’s way too expensive in 
my dorm), drink boxed wine and 
almost enjoy it (taxes drain the 
wallet quickly if you’re looking 
to pregame with beer and hard 
alcohol) and come to the conclu- 
sion that, although I may love the 
sport more than anything, I am a 
terrible surfer. 

Although this sad fact hin- 
ders my chances of coming back 
sponsored by Quicksilver or Bill- 
abong, I will get a chance to meet 
my heroes of the surf when they 
come to the Gold Coast for the 
first round of the World Champi- 
onship Tour. 

Last weekend I traveled to 
Stradbroke Island with a group of 
friends. While there, we sea kay- 
aked around the island, snorkeled 
in an area where caution signs for 
blue ringed octopus were posted, 
four-wheeled around the beach 
and hiked not only to watch dol- 
phins surf with the waves, but 
to see spiders that should not be 
allowed to grow to the size they 
were. Even being a varsity soccer 
player, I can’t remember the last 
time I was this active. 

This weekend I will throw 
on my best Australian accent, 
take part in the beach barbecues, 
dress up to attend the horse race 
at the Gold Coast Turf Club, and 
celebrate Australia Day the true 


bathroom. Enter the next line 
of the night. There is only one 
bathroom for each sex, but there 
are no doors to the bathroom 
stalls. This always makes for 
an interesting time. Not only is 
there a line, it is going slower than 
usual with every girl checking out 
the situation with her friend and 
how she can’t believe it. 

After some time the bar has 
now run out of one of the two 
beers on tap and there is no longer 
money in the ATM machine. 

Students started to pour out 
of the one exit back out into the 


_ cold only to move on to the next 


big thing on campus. 

Leaving this neighborhood 
bar and grill it is inevitable that I 
would made a pit stop at Cumby’s 
to purchase a late night snack of 
choice. 

After raiding the candy and 
chip shelves, I decided it was time 
to head on home. After all, I did 
have class the next day. Waking 
up just in time at 11:45 a.m. for 
my first class, I threw on clothes 
and slid into my seat at The De- 
fender. 

. The red stamp seemed to 


~appear on most of our hands. It 


seems as though Unwinders 
might have the potential to be the 
new St. Michael’s social haven. 


Erin Millard is a junior journal- 
ism major. Contact her at emil- 
lard@smcyt.edu 


Study Abroad: You may never come 


Australian way. I may even learn 
how to play cricket, just for good 
measure. 

Every now and then I hear 
about the weather you are expe- 
riencing in the north. It’s usually 
at this time that I put a towel and 
sunscreen in a bag, grab my book, 
throw the sunglasses on and head 
to the beach. 

It’s the least I can do for you 
guys in hopes that maybe you'll 
feel a piece of the tropics that I 
get to live in. If I could leave you 
with one piece of advice, it’s the 
advice you hear all the time: study 
abroad. You just may decide not 
to come home. 


Kelley Ruch is a junior jour- 
nalism major. Contact her at 
kruch@smcvt.edu 











Photo by Mike Connors 


Principal trombonist Ronald Barron and pianist Annemieke 
Spoelstra perform in McCarthy Arts Center, Saturday, Jan. 26. 


A midwinter stop over 


[ee I have enjoyed a 
40-year career as a sym- 
phony orchestra trom- 
bonist, I have ventured to many 
places as a recitalist, soloist and 
teacher. 

During a sabbatical from 
the Boston Symphony Orches- 
tra in 1996-1997, I had the plea- 
sure of visiting no fewer than 70 
schools and other venues in that 


capacity. With all of this, I had ~ 


not stopped in 
Burlington, 
Vt., always 
traveling by 
on the way to 
somewhere 
else. Shame 
on me! 
So, when 
‘former — stu- 
dent Stuart 
Carter invited 
me to visit, do a class and per- 
form, it was easy to accept. 

As fate would have it, I was 
able to arrange for some classes 
and a solo appearance in Mon- 
treal during the same week. 
So, by driving from Montreal 
to Boston it felt in some ways 
like a ‘stopover’ in Burlington. 
Of course, it was much more 
than that, as my wife and I very 
much enjoyed our two days, 
making many new friends and 
reconnecting with old ones. 

I even had the joy of visit- 
ing with two college peers from 
the 1960s at the University of 
Cincinnati. They have resided 
in Burlington all these years 
and made a life in music. 








Ronald 
Barron 


Like so many places I have 


visited, Burlington has many 
fine musicians, bringing qual- 
ity performances to the area. It 


does not take a big city or fa- 


“mous orchestra to make lovely 


meaningful music! 

The joy of music can 
reach anyone anywhere, not 
just in Carnegie Hall. I have 
played countless times in Car- 
negie Hall, and it is a wonder- 
ful space, rich with 115 years of 
great music made by thousands 
of musicians. 

But, it is the opportunity 
to perform in places like St. 
Michael’s College for listen- 
ers from the neighborhood 
which make music so much 
more a part of life than just the 
grand stage. 

In coming years, I plan to 
continue searching out such 
venues in universities and 
smaller communities, as I find 
it very gratifying. To interact 
with the audience and share the 
experience is such personal sat- 
isfaction and I certainly had a 
meaningful visit in Burlington 
this past weekend. 

To those who attended the 
class and recital, thanks for 
coming. To those who missed 
it, stay tuned as Stuart works to 
expand Vermont Master Brass 
and bring other performers to 
Burlington for similar perfor- 
mances. . 

Take advantage of the qual- 
ity music in your community, 
by your local artists as well as 
visitors. Burlington is not just 
a stopover! 


Ronald Barron is principal 
trombonist with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. You may 
contact hime at www.trom- 
bonebarron.com 





Junior Kelley Ruch relaxes in North Stradbroke Island, Australia. 
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Photo courtesy of Flynn Center of Performing Arts 


Urban Bush Women & Compagnie Jant-Bi perform Tuesday, Jan. 29. 





Urban Bush Women 

& Compagnie Jant- Bi 

The Flynn Center for Performing 

Arts will put on dance 

works based on African-American 
history. 153 Main St. Burlington, 
7:30 p.m. $36/$29/$24. 

Contact Flynn Center: 802-652-4500 


Swing Dancing 

Dancers of all level are welcome to an 
open practice at the Champlain Club in 
Burlington. 

7:30-9:30 p.m. $3. 

Info: 860-7501 


Shipwreck of Lake Champlain 

A virtual tour of 300 wrecks under the 
waters of Lake Champlain will be given 
by Adam Kane, underwater archaeolo- 
gist. 

Old Brick Church, Williston, 6 p.m. 
Free. Info: 656-4389 


Acts 1&2 of When the Levees Broke: 
A Requiem In Four Acts 

The Martin Luther King Jr. Society puts 
on director Spike Lee’s film about Hur 
ricane Katrina hitting New Orleans will 
be shown at the Hoeh! Welcome Center. 
Free. 6:30 p.m. 


Red Cross Biood Drive 


St. Michael’s hosts the blood drive from 


12:30-5:30 p.m. in the Ross Sports 
Center. 





Hybrid Hazelnuts 

Talk and info about Vermont-hardy 
shrubs and how they have been called 
“the soybean of the 21st century.” 
Community Room, Fletcher Free Library, 
Burlington, 7 p.m. Free. 

Info: 238-4927 


Lance Richbourg 

Artist and former St. Michael's art pro- 
fessor talks about his exhibit “Dawgs” 
and his process of creating hi art. 
Community Room, Burlington College, 
6-8 p.m. Free. 

Info: 862-9616 


Lunch & Learn Series 
Bird lovers come together to ex- 


change info about identifying and feed- 
ing flyers. 

Four Seasons Garden Center, Williston. 
Free. Noon - 1p.m. 

Info: 658-2433 





Acts 3&4 of When the Levees Broke: 
A Requiem in Four Acts 

The Martin Luther King Jr. Society puts 
on director Spike Lee’s film about Hur- 
ricane Katrina hitting New Orleans will 
be shown at the Hoehi Welcome Center. 
Free. 6:30 p.m. 


Study Abroad Fair 
Come to the Alliot Lobby to learn more 


about studying abroad. Representatives 


from many programs will be present to 
talk. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 


Saosin 

Armor For Sleep and The Bled Meri- 
wether. 

Higher Ground Ballroom. $14. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. show starts 7 p.m. 


Doubt 

Play directed by Sara Lampert Hoover 
Winner of the 2005 Tony Award for Best 
Play and Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 
$27.50. 7:30 p.m. 


Yarn 

Nectar’s presents Yarn ‘organic 
of acoustic county music’, 21 
and up Free. 18 and up $5. 

9 p.m. 


THE NATION 


. RIDAY h\ 

Concert: Ani DiFranco Live 
Higher Ground is putting on the 
concert at the Flynn Theatre, 
Burlington. 

Doors open at 7:30 p. m. and 
show starts at 8 p.m. 

$36.25 


Greyspoke 

They've been a band for four 
years and are well-known around 
Vermont. 

Nectar’s at 11 p.m. 21+, $3. 
Giant Panda Guerilla Dub 
Squad 

They are a reggae band and play 


">, ENVIRONMENTAL 


~COUNCI L 


SAINT MICHAEL'S COLLEGE _ 





Social Science Research 

Center Presentation 

There will be talks and presentations in 
Farrell Room, 3rd floor of St. Edmund’s 
Hall, featuring Dr. Michael Battig, associ- 
ate professor of computer science. 

Noon -1p.m. 


their own music at Club Metronome. 
21+$8. 

188 Main St. Burlington. Info: 
802-865-4563. 


First Friday Art Walk 

The first Friday of every month where 
you are guided around Burlington to view 
local art venues. 

5 p.m.-8 p.m at the Burlington Fire 
House Gallery. 


Economics Debate on Wal-Mart 

Local scholar Doug Hoffer and business 
professor Robert Letovsky will discuss 
their views on the subject and will an- 
swer questions. 

St. Edmund’s Hall Farrell Room (3rd 
floor). 

4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 





Arlo Guthrie 

“The Solo Reunion Tour: Together At 
Last,” Guthrie is a folk singer-songwriter 
who will perform at the Flynn Center for. 
the Performing Arts. 

8 p.m., $44/$37/$27 


Performance on Social issues by Teo 
Castellanos 

Award winning actor, director, and nae 
Teo Castellanos visits St. Michael’s 
College to perform about world culture, 
religion and music to examine social 





issues. 
Prism ane Hoehl Welcome Center 
This band has an electronic vibe that 6 p.m-7 p.m. 


you’d want to dance to. Nectar’s 11 p.m. 
21+, Free.. 





Photo courtsy of Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 
Arlo Guthrie performs Saturday, Feb. 2. oe 


Environmental Council 
Open Assembly 


Speakers will include: 
* President Jack Neuhauser 
* Director of Publications, 
Caroline Crawford 
+ Director of Peace & Justice 


Center. Laurie Gagne 


12 Noon — 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday, January 31, 
2008 


* Director of Physival Plant, ” 
Dave Cutler 
& representatives from: — 
* Surdent Association 
* Greens Up SMC 
+ Biology Department 
* Society of Saint Edmund 


+ And more... 


Hoehl Welcome 
Center 


Help pick our logo! 


We have not yet decided which logo to use: please come and vote for the ene you like. 


phen 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
Giana) COUNCIL 
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SPORTS 





Northeast-10 


Standings 
Men’s Basketball 
Bae ene aE CON FENACE sf Tena 




























Bentley : 18-0 
St. Rose 14-5 
Assumption 16-5 
Stonehill 13-8 
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Bryant 








Southern New Hampshire 
Le oT 














bass fewer 








American international 
St. Michael’s 
Franklin Pierce 


Southern Rrenactitut 


‘Women’s Basketball 


8-41 


6-11 
- 6130 
6-13 























































St. Anselm 





_ ECAC East 
Hockey Standings 


Men’s Ice Hockey 




















UMass Boston 
St. Michael's 


Skidmore 
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Young gymnasts chat between events during a regional competition in Ross Sports Center 
last weekend. ; 


Athletes juggle busy schedules 


Students find middle ground between classes and sports 


By Kelly Brooks 
Staff Writer 


Registering for classes via KnightVision can be 
stressful, especially for student-athletes, who have 
time constraints on when they can attend classes due 
to athletic schedules. 

Athletes at St. Michael’s ie not receive prior- 
ity in the registration process. The idea of giving 
athletes priority in scheduling has been thought of, 
but never proposed, said registrar John Sheehey. The 
problem with athlete priority is other groups would 
also come forward wanting the benefit. 

“Tt has to be fair to everyone,” Sheehey said. “It 
can’t just be that athletes get all the classes they want 


and everyone else is out of luck.” . 


At the University of Vermont, athletes register 
for classes before everyone else, Academic Coordi- 
nator Gary Bruening said. 

‘UVM has approximately 9,000 students includ- 
ing 450 athletes. They make up a small percentage 
of the student body, but giving them an advantage 
doesn’t put non-athletes at a disadvantage in enroll- 
ing in desired classes, Bruening said. 


“T think it is an advantage that athletes ne 


don’t appreciate,” Bruening said. 

The varsity student-athelete ratio at St. Mi- 
chael’s is about a quarter of the entire population. 
The non-atheletes would be at a disadvantage when 
trying to register for classes. It could cause certain 
classes to fill and leave other students behind, Shee- 


_hey said. 


Sophomore Ryan Nest, member of the men’s ice 
hockey team, could not get into a required class for 
his major. The only section that was open was of- 
fered during the team’s morning practice session, he 
said. 

“Tt wasn’t worth missing practice,” Nest said. 
“Having priority would make it a lot easier because 
we have a block of time that we have to schedule 
around.” 

According to senior Leslie Pomponi, captain of 
the women’s ice hockey team, not getting into first 
choice classes is reality. She designed her schedule 
to keep Friday’s open because that is when many of 
their games are played, she said. 

Sheehey said, it is the obligation of the athlete to 
meet with the teacher and explain their schedule in 
a respectful way. 

“Most of the teachers are lenient,’ junior Mike 
Iola, member of the men’s basketball team, said. 
“One made me actually get a note from my coach 
though.” 

For the most part, sports teams are not missing 


This week’s home matches 


“As an athlete you want to play the 
_ sport, so you have to make com- 
promise. Teachers are usually good 
about helping you catch up.” 
Lila McCormick, 


senior, women’s lacrosse 


the same class repeatedly. Their schedules make it 
so they miss different classes, so there has not been 
a problem with falling too far behind, said Jim Hef- 
feron, professor of mathematics at St. Michael’s. 

“T feel athletes especially have learned how to 
get things done,” Hefferon said. “I wish more stu- 
dents had that ability.” 

Senior Lila McCormick, member of the wom- 
en’s lacrosse team, explained that the practice sched- 
ule shifts, but their coach puts academics first. They 
should miss practice before missing a class and on 
game days they have to catch up on the material, she 
said. 

“As an athlete you want to play the sport, so 
you have to make compromise,” McCormick said. 
“Teachers are usually good about helping you catch 
up.” 

Coaches often schedule morning practice ses- 
sions. Many athletes find it difficult to attend morn- 


_ ing practices and leaving them tired throughout the 


day. 

“Sometimes people have classes right after 
the morning sessions leaving them with no time to 
shower before class,’ Pomponi said. “As an athlete 
you just have to deal with it.” 

The women’s swim team offers two blocks of 
practice time both in the morning and afternoon 
to help with scheduling conflicts, said sophomore 
team member Lindsay Burgess. 

When Burgess has to attend her night class she 
said she has to wake up for 5 a.m. practice, running 
on only four hours of sleep throughout the day, she 
said. 

Although scheduling is an issue for many ath- 
letes, the present system will remain. Since St. Mi- 
chael’s is a smaller college, it would be difficult to 
make it fair, Sheehey said. 

“Other schools let athletes register before ev- 
eryone else, and I would love that, but it is not that 
big of a deal,” Burgess said. 


> Men’s basketball: Wednesday, Jan. 30, vs. Le Moyne at 7:30 p.m. at Ross Sports Center. 

> Women’s basketball: Wednesday, Jan. 30, vs. Le Moyne at 5:30 p.m. at Ross Sports Center. 
> Swimming and diving: Tuesday, Jan. 29, vs. Norwich at 4 p.m. at Ross Sports Center. 

> Men’s Ice hockey: Friday, Feb. 1, vs. New England College at 7 p.m. at Cairns Ice Arena 
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Junior forward Ryan Mero skates with the puck in St. Michael’s 4-2 victory over Wesleyan University at the Cairns Arena in South Burlington. ; : 


St. Michael’s undefeated at home 


Men's hockey defeats 
Wesleyan,4-2, on Friday 


Photos by Mike Connors 





Junior forward Ryan Mero (left) leaps into the air with sopho- 
Senior forward Matt Hall slides across the ice in an attempt to block a shot. more defenseman Paul Nannicelli after junior forward Ryan Nest | 


scored the fourth, and final, goal of the game for St. Michael’s. 


Roe > «%, \ 
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ATHLETE & WEEK 





Why chosen: Made 49 saves way 
in game against Manhat- 
tanville College on Jan. 19, 
including 20 in the second 
period. 


__NE-10 Wee 





as of Tuesday, 


: Melanie Cullen 


| Junior | Ice Hockey | Derry, N.H. | Psychology | 


Started playing: At.age 12. 


Why SMC: After attending a large high school, I wanted the small 
community feel. 


Pre-game rituals: Jamming out to sweet music with the team. 


Favorite sports memory: Going to Canada with my travel team 
for a tournament. 


Something no one knows about me: Usually meant to stay that 


Post-graduation plans: I want to continue school focusing on 
physical therapy. 


Honor Roll 





Knight Moves 


The weekly recap of St. Michael’s sports 


» Men’s basketball (6-11, 4-9) suffered a 
71-67 loss to American International College 
on Saturday, Jan. 26. Sophomore Ryan Rodri- 
gues had 17 points off the bench but failed to 
‘rally the team. 


> Women’s basketball (11-7, 7-6) earned a © 


51-41 win at American International College 
on Saturday, Jan. 26. Freshman Logan Pintka 
netted a season-best 17 points off the bench 
for the Purple Knights, who forced 24 Yellow 
Jacket turnovers. 


> Men’s Ice hockey (7-7-1, 3-7-1) returned 
to .500 with a 6-2 win over Trinity College 
Saturday, Jan. 26. Junior Chris Healey buried 
two power play goals while junior John Burns 
helped on four of the six goals. 








GET FIRED UP! 


Don’t risk your health and happiness for artificial energy. 
AmpliFire is an exclusive blend of natural, safe, clean and 
organic ingredients for instant energy that lasts for hours. 


3 Minute Sizzle call (24/7) 


Where Energy and Health Collide! 
Reps / Entrepreneurs Wanted 
Call Dave 802-846-7448 www.A 


> Women’s ice hockey (4-10-1, 4-6-1) 
dropped its game against New England Col- 
lege in conference action.on Saturday Jan. 
26 at Cairns Arena. Sophomore defenseman 


Alexis Regan netted a pair of goals, and ju- | 


nior Melanie Cullen turned aside 26 shots but 
came up short with a final score of 5-2. 


> Swimming and Diving: Men’s and wom- 
en’s dropped a dual meet to Northeast-10 
Conference rival Bryant University on Jan. 26. 
The women suffered a 174-120 setback and 
the men fell, 120-105. 


Recap provided by Sports Information 
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By Laura Tuveson 


Da Bulls, Da Patriots 


ibe thinking of a number. 


It’s the number of 
years since the New York 
Giants captured a Superbowl 
victory. It’s the New England 
Patriots historical record going 
into Sunday night’s Superbowl 
showdown in Arizona. It’s the 
number of years since the last 
dawning of a dynasty. 

So who will be making 
history on Sunday night? 

Will the Patriots pursuit of 
perfection top the ’72 Dolphins 
flawless, 17-0 season? Or will 
the Giants be there to stop us in a 
decade where Boston fans believe 
history is ours for the taking. 

A Superbowl win for the 
Patriots will make it four in seven 
years. Not to mention October’s 
Red Sox World Series sweep 
made it two wins in four years for 
the boys of summer. Has a city 
ever seen so many victories in 
such a short period? 

The ‘90s can be remembered 
for the Chicago Bulls dynasty, 
which started 18 years ago with 
six NBA championships from 
1990-1998. 

Michael Jordan, meet Tom 
Brady. Jordan was, and Brady is, 
the leaders of their dynasties. 

Each of them had a sidekick 
that helped make magic with the 
history books. 

Dennis Rodman, meet Randy 
Moss. Both Moss and Rodman’s 
outrageous personas get attention 
off the field, and their actions on 
the field contribute to the team, 
despite not earning MVP status 
like Jordan and Brady. 

Rodman and Moss have the 
same roles on the field — making 


‘magic happen. 


Whether it’s pulling down 
offensive rebounds or catching 
the pig skin in the bread basket, 
both are outrageously talented 
and even more ridiculously man- 
nered wing-men. 

It seems they even think the 
same way about what fortunes 
their talent have brought. 

Moss once said, “When 
you're rich, you don’t write 
checks.” 

I’m not sure if that was taken 
out of context from some Visa 
check card commercial, or if he’s 
just claiming he’s not using checks 
because the drug business doesn’t 
except anything but cash. Either 
way he’s not afraid to be confi- 
dent, even if it leads him to admit 
to smoking marijuana “once in a 
blue moon” in an interview with 
Bryant Gumbel in 2005. 

He’s making $10 million this 
year with the Patriots, but at least 
he backs up his hefty salary and 


/ 


Knish 
xT 


4 





sketchy behavior with a couple 
casual NFL records. 

The latest being his record- 
breaking. 23 touchdown recep- 
tions in a single season, breaking * 
San Francisco 49ers Jerry Rice’s 
old record of 22 touchdowns in a 
single season. 

Now Rodman’s thoughts on 
the high life. 

“T spent money, I slept with 
women around the league, but 
I always kept my mind on the 
game,” Rodman once said. 

By keeping his mind on the 
game, he set a NBA record in the 
1996 finals with 11 offensive re- 
bounds, and wasn’t he a woman at 
one point in his career too? 

Without these fools, the dy- 
nasty would be missing huge as- 
sets. 

The Bulls dynasty came to 
an end with Jordan’s retirement. I. 
don’t see Brady retiring anytime 
soon, so hopefully the Patriots are 
on the road to six Superbowl wins 
in a decade. 

Surely the Patriots are a 
dynasty,. but. how- will .a.Giants 
win on Sunday taint that dynasty. 
Could it bring an end to the 
streak? Or will we remember 
2007-2008 just as we remembered 
2004-2005 — the years where 
both the Patriots and the Red Sox 
dominated half the sports indus- 
try. 

New York has been in a 
drought since 2000, when the 
Yankees took home its last major 
league title, coming out of'a three- 
year domination in the World Se- _ 
TICS. 4 

In 2001, the Giants had a stab 
at the Superbowl, but fell to the 
Baltimore Ravens, 34-7. 

The Empire State hasn’t 
brought home a winner in any 
sport for eight years. 

So, on Sunday we’ll all gather 
around the television to see if Eli 
Manning can follow in his big 
brother’s footsteps and take home 
a Superbowl ring, just as Peyton 
and the Indianapolis Colts did last 
year. 

We all remember the nail- 
biting, 38-35 Patriots victory last 
time these teams collided in De- 
cember. 

Both teams will be chomping 
at the bit, but let’s get serious. The 
Patriots need to win. 

Losing the perfect season - 
capstone Sunday might outweigh = 
the grief of missing out on the Su-. * 
perbowl ring. 

The perfect season is some- 
thing new for Patriots fans, we 
might as well make some more 
history while the dynasty is still 
thriving. 
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A Final Farewell 
to Brian Monahan 


Northeast-10 recognizes basketball player's achievements 


By Ali Destrempe 
Staff Writer 


For men’s basketball team 
senior co-captain Brian Monahan 
this season is important. 

"This is my last year so I 
value every practice and game," 
Monahan said. 

Monahan has been named to 
the Northeast-10 Weekly Honor 
Roll for the eight times this sea- 
son. He leads the team averaging 
22 points and 11 rebounds per 
game putting him at the top of the 
conference. Only a few months 
remain of the season, which may 
be his final time playing on a 
team, he said. 

Monahan said his career 
began through following in his 
family’s footsteps. Monahan 
developed an interest in baseball, 
basketball, and football at a young 
age. His father and brother were 
both avid basketball players, and 
his father built a basketball hoop 
in his dirt driveway at his home 
in Kinderhook, N-Y. 

Monahan attended Chris- 
tian Brother Academy, where he 
credits learning valuable skills 
from good coach, he said. 

“T was the only eighth-grad- 





er on the team,” he said, when 
he made the freshman team. His 
high school coaches noticed im- 
provement and in the following 
two years he moved from-junior 
varsity to varsity as a sophomore. 

Monahan said help from his 
high school coach, allowed him 
to improve his rebounding and 
shooting. He earned Player of the 
Year as the senior captain. Mo- 
nahan credits the experience to 
changing the way he viewed and 
played basketball. 

“My team (in high school) 
was very good,” Monahan said. 
“We should have won. state 
champs, but didn’t.” 

He felt he disappointed his 
team with his attitude during the 
championship game, Monahan 
said. 

“T am a lot calmer here than 
high school,” he said. 

Monahan’s final high school 
game was upsetting to him, but 
inspired him to work harder at the 
college level. 

“He came from a good high 
school team,” said Tom O’Shea, 
St. Michael's men’s basketball 
head coach. “He was solid, smart, 
and fundamentally sound and 


he had a really good feel for the 


game.” 

O’Shea explained they were 
looking for a player who could 
rebound. 
Monahan’s brother, Kevin, 
who wore the number 54 when 
he played basketball, is the rea- 
son behind his jersey number, he 
said. 

Monahan learned true dedi- 
cation through his parents who 
drive four hours to every St. Mi- 
chael’s home game since his first 
year. 

Captain, lead scorer and re- — 
bounder all describe Monahan’s 
presence on a basketball court by 
his teammates. 

“He’s a monster out there,” 
senior co-captain of the team, 
James Sorrentine said. 

It’s going to be scary and sad 
to enter the real world next year, 
and leave basketball behind, Mo- 
nahan said. 

His dream is to go overseas 
and play, where he could do what 
he loves and see the world. 

“We'll miss him alright,” 
O’Shea said. “We’ve got a lot of 
good players. Monahan is one of 
the best and will be a memorable 
one.” 





Photo by Ali Destrempe 


’ Senior Brian Monahan works on his jump shot at Ross Sports Center. 


Women’s ski team racing to success 


Cold temperatures and fresh snow provide Purple Knights with essentials as the 2008 season begins. 


By Megan Davin 
Staff Writer 

Snow falls on the ski resorts a mere 45 
minutes away from campus, but the Wom- 
en’s Alpine and Nordic ski teams have al- 
ready begun competing. 

Alpine coach Warren Palmer and Nor- 
dic coach Joe Connelly are looking forward 
to the season. 

“The team is working hard,” Connelly 
said. “Great energy and great attitudes.” 

Sophomore, Lauren Fereshetian had 
positive results early on in the season. By 
placing 50th in the 10 kilometer classic at 
Bates, which is equivalent to a 43rd most 
weeks she earned the best college result in 
two years of racing at St. Michael’s best 
women’s since 1999. 

Junior, Lauren Jones has been the top 
skier in both skate races they have had. 
Sophomore Maia Titcomb, has shown tre- 
mendous improvement, and sophomore, 
Kate Woodward is skiing much better than 
last year, while looking stronger and more 
technically sound, Connelly said. 

“Our number one goal this year is to 
improve every week. So far, so good,” Con- 
nelly said. “The first two race weekends 
have been during big training weeks, so we 
have not expected any special results.” 

We will continue to build training 
for another three weeks and then we’ll do 
some things to try to be at our sharpest for 
the last two weekends.” 

Skiing mixes Division 1, Division 2 
and Division 3 together in races each week. 
The league includes Dartmouth College, 
who won the NCAA Championship last 





Courtesy of Seth Cole, Sports Information 
Sophomore Kate Woodward at last year’s 
UVM carnival. 


year, University of Vermont, a perennial 
top 5 in the country, and Middlebury Col- 
lege, a perennial Top 10, Connelly said. 
“You may have to look deep in the re- 
sults to find the St. Michael’s cross country 
skiers, but when you take into account that 
we are skiing against future Olympians ev- 


J 


ery week the results become more clear,” 
Connelly said. “We compete against the 
best every week, we’re getting closer every 
year and are looking to move up (in rank- 
ings) soon.” 

The ski season for both teams began 
this fall with practice’s including a mix of 
running, swimming, weight training, and 
hiking. Their seasons officially started 
three days after Christmas. 

The Nordic ski team has three All- 
American Academic athletes. Connelly 


- said he believes his athletes do not just 


“slide” though college. He thinks they have 
a chance to pursue their passion of skiing 
and balancing schoolwork. 

“The season’s going really well so 
far. We’ve had a great start with some fun 
races,’ sophomore Nordic skier Maia Tit- 
comb said. 

“Being on such a small team is an ad- 
vantage in the sense that-it gives us all a 
chance to become really close and support- 
ive of one another,” Titcomb said. “Balanc- 
ing school and skiing is difficult, because 
skiing is such a time commitment, but we 
have a team GPA that we’re really proud of. 
We all stay on top of our schoolwork well 
and realize that academics are an impor- 
tant priority.” 

“The great thing is that any given day 
someone will step up and be better than 
they were yesterday,” Connelly said. “We 
don’t set performance-related goals; we set 
goals on what we have control over, and we 
have success in that way.” 

Connelly said the goals of the team are 
to remain healthy, improve during train- 


ing and have its best races at the end of the 


year. , 

“There was a lot of sickness last year, 
and this year we look to keep everyone 
healthier and have fun while enjoying it,” 
Jones said. Som 

According to sophomore Kendra 
Kenney, the St. Michael’s women’s alpine 
team is one of the smallest in the league. 
Compared to other years, they were able to 
increase their numbers from last year and 
have two alternates. Other teams tend to 
recruit more so that may also lead to other 
teams being larger. 

For junior Alpine skier Liz Kutch, hav- 
ing new uniforms is a part of the fun this 
season. With a grueling training schedule 
competing can be tough, Kutch, said. 

“I really like it because it brings us 
closer. We have the ability to do well and 
when we do that means more,” Kenney 
said. “It’s good for us to work together and 
with six freshmen on the team we try to 
help them out and make them feel more 
comfortable.” yo 

“Tt’s fun to go away for the weekends 
and travel to different mountains,’ Kutch 
said. 

“Skiing is something to take your 
mind off school and it is a great way. to 
meet people,” Kenney said. “Although the 
team is gone for eight weekends out of the 
semester the team finds ways to have fun 
while out on the road.” 

The schedule ahead will keep them 
close to home at the University of Vermont 
carnival Friday, Feb. 1 and Saturday, Feb. 
2 
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